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Watershed Group Formation and Preparation of a Watershed Management Action 
Strategy for the Las Huertas Creek Watershed, Sandoval County, New Mexico  

PROBLEM AND STATEMENT OF NEED  

Although there is a broad spectrum of property owners, land uses and stakeholder in the Las 
Huertas Creek Watershed, there is currently no broad watershed-wide stakeholder participation to 
foster the protection and restoration of all aspects of a healthy watershed.  

Las Huertas Creek  is listed on NM CWA 2002-2004 303(d) list for stream bottom deposits.  
Causes of non-point source (NPS) pollution in this watershed include soil erosion related to 
degraded or poorly developed ground covering vegetation, poor soil structure, gully and 
streambank erosion and incising stream channels, all of which result in increased sediment load to 
Las Huertas Creek and its tributary stream channels.  Primary causes of these impacts include 
past disturbances from overgrazing and logging practices, and current residential and commercial 
development. Significant factors contributing to increased watershed erosion and stream 
sedimentation includes a portion of NM 165 located within the floodplain of Las Huertas Creek, 
other road building associated with development, and loss of protective vegetation due to past 
large-scale fires in Las Huertas Canyon.  Las Huertas canyon in the headwaters reach remains at 
risk from wildfire, and appropriate watershed management measures to minimize this risk need to 
be designed and implemented.   

GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

The Las Huertas Creek watershed is located in central New Mexico, mostly in Sandoval County.  
The headwaters begin in the northerly portion of the Sandia Mountains, flow north to and through 
the village of Placitas and then head northwest under Interstate 25 and west to meet the Rio 
Grande near the town of Bernalillo.  The watershed is approximately 11,330 acres, and the Creek 
is about 16 miles in length (Figure 1).  Las Huertas Creek is currently classified as a "cold water 
fishery" by the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission (NMWQCC).  The NMWQCC 
was presented a petition to upgrade the classification of the stream to "high quality cold water 
fishery" in January 2004.  The NMWQCC is in the process of reviewing the petition as of this 
date.  
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