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Background

The Las Huertas Watershed Project (LHWP) isaregiona group based in Placitas, New Mexico
dedicated to conserving and enhancing the ecological health of the Las Huertas watershed. The
LHWP membership is comprised of local citizens, university students, technical professionals
and various public agency representatives. The LHWP undertakes various studies, public
educational forums and workshops in addition to active restoration projects to involve the Las

Huertas community in the stewardship of the watershed.

This Watershed Restoration Action Strategy (WRAS) has been prepared in conjunction with
LHWP'swork under a Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 319(h) grant for watershed group
formation. The CWA 319(h) program was formed to address non-point-source (NPS) pollution
issuesin the U.S. One objective of the program is the preparation of aWRAS for each priority
watershed. Las Huertas Creek is tributary to the Rio Grande, and both are included on the CWA
Section 303(d) list of impaired waters.

Thisinitia draft of the WRAS for Las Huertas Watershed is afirst step in formulating specific
effective measures in support of the long-term ecological health of the watershed, and will
undergo periodic revision in response to public comment, internal reviews, and feedback from

projects.

Thisreport is organized in two major sections. 1). Watershed Assessment, including background
information, water quality, and current watershed outreach, monitoring and assessment activities;
and 2). Implementation Opportunities, which detail specific plans for restoration projectsin
conjunction with monitoring, assessment, and outreach activities. Finally, the section includes an
implementation schedule, management targets and success measures, along with potential

funding sources.



